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Introduction 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
At one time or another, all of us in clinical practice have 
explained to clients such things as the pathology of a 
failing heart or a prolapsed intervertebral disk. Oftentimes, 
we’ve used radiographs or hand drawings to communicate 
important points. Irrespective of our artistic skills, such 
drawings and explanations transfer information to clients 
not only about specific diagnoses but also about the 
rationale behind therapeutic plans. 

Hill’s Pet Nutrition thinks client communications is vital to 
the success of veterinary practice. In accord with that 
philosophy, Hill’s is proud to present the Hill’s Atlas of 
Veterinary Clinical Anatomy - PDF Version – a desktop 
version of our exam-room atlas to heighten client 
communications. 

Each illustration in the Atlas has been drawn by 
professional medical illustrators. Generally, the even 
numbered page depicts normal anatomy, and the odd 
numbered page a pathologic presentation. A brief outline 
of diagnostic, therapeutic, and dietary plans is included on 
the odd numbered page. 

This arrangement will allow you to show clients normal 
anatomy and the pathology affecting their pets while you 
describe how your therapeutic plan will, if possible, return 
their pets to health and normal anatomy.  

The Atlas contains eight sections- Refer to the contents 
pages for the page numbers and color assigned to each 
section. These blocks of color are placed around the page 
numbers at the top of each page. Each section has been 
assigned a different color for ease of use. 

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the 
medical illustrations and the diagnostic, therapeutic, and 
nutritional plans in the Atlas. For example, each 
illustration has been reviewed by appropriate veterinary 
faculty at the College of Veterinary Medicine, Colorado 
State University. The Atlas is not intended to be an 
exhaustive review of anatomy, pathology, or medicine. 
For more information, consult the Bibliography, or call one 
of the Veterinary Consultation Service clinicians at Hills Pet 
Nutrition, Inc. (1-800-548-VETS). 

This special PDF Version has been enhanced to make 
navigating the document as easy as possible. On the 
“Contents” pages simply click on the description for the 
atlas image you would like to see and you will 
immediately jump to that image. Click on the heading of 
each page or the Hill’s Logo at the bottom of the page to 
return to the Table of Contents.  Click on any image to 
see a full page view of that particular image. Of course 
the same navigation keys that typically work for other PDF 
files will work here as well. 

We hope you enjoy this PDF enhanced version of the Hill’s 
Atlas of Veterinary Clinical Anatomy. Feel free to print 
these images as client handouts or to aid in the education 
of your HealthCare Team. 
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