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Preface to the Third Edition 

When Standard Abbreviations for l'eterinary Medical Records was 

first written, it was meant to be a uliving document.'' As Gordon 

W. Robinson. V�ID. said in his Preface to the second edition. "As 

new diseases are defined. new tests developed. and new diagnos

tic procedures introduced. the abbre,;ations we use in companion 

animal practice will change as well" To that end, the American 

Animal Hospital Association (AAHA), with assistance from nu

merous veterinarians and veterinary technicians in the field. has 

updated this booklet into a new edition. 

Deciding which abbre,·iarions are "standard" is a daunting task. 

It may depend on which university you attended. what part of the 

country you are from. what hospital you practice at, and more. 

Howe,·er, to ha,·e numerous versions of .. standard" takes away 

from the merit of de,·eloping a uni,·ersal set of abbre,;ations. 

Therefore. we met this challenging task head-on by interview

ing practicing veterinarians and technician .. conferring with in

structors of veterinary education. and re,·iewing other veterinary 

publications. 

The benefits of ha,·ing an accepted set of veterinary abbreviations 

are many. Just think of a patient who is transferred from one prac

tice to another, from a general practice to a referral practice. or be

tween doctors in the same hospital. Every veterinary professional 

along the way must be able to quickly and easily understand the 

care that patient has received in order to. in rum. gi,·e that patient 

the best continuation of care possible. Additionally, accepted stan

dards permit im·iduals outside the industry to easily translate a 
patient's record of care. if they should need to. 
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Here :u AAHA. Mary Brussell. BA. CVT, and Terri Johnson, :\ISS, 
CVT, assisted in sorting through the many opinions collected 
about which abbre,;ations should be included. The} also did an 
extensive amount of research into what the field considers to be 
standard. 

AAHA is very grateful to Wilma Abbott, CVT, from Penn Foster 

College; Michele E. Rash, RVT, 1\lA, from California State Poly

technic University, Pomona; and Jo!'eph E. Savarese, DYJ\1. MS. 

professor and chairperson. l\ledaille College, who reviewed the 

abbre,·iations in their final stages. 1\Iany, many other individuals 

helped as well. 

In order to make these abbre,·iations truly uni,·ersal, we thank 
you. the readers, in advance for making every effort tO use this 

manual tO help standardize your veterinary medical records. 

Sincerely. 

Erin E. Newport. DVM 

Veterinary and Professional Education Manager 

American Animal Hospital Association 

• • 

Preface to the Second Edition 

1\Iost busy veterinarians dislike writing lengthy. explicit. complete 

medical records. However. the increasing sophistication of \'eteri

nary medicine has made it necessary for veterinarians to do just 

that. 

In the past 10 years, an extensive medical abbre,·iation system has 

e\·olved in universities and institutions shortening \\Titing time 

and impro,;ng the accuracy of medical records. The American 

Animal Hospital Association decided to compile this material and 

make it available co all its members. \\'e hope this system improves 

the accuracy of medical records and makes referrals of patients 

easier between AAHA hospitals and universities/specialists. 

The coauthor of the booklet and the primary author of the sec

tion on General ;"l.ledical Abbre,;ations JS Jason :\1. Berg, D\'l\1, 

from the Deparonem of Medicine at the Animal :\ledical Cenrer 

m New York City, Mark K Skeels. D\'1\1. from Veterinary Imaging 

Associates in Hopatcong. Ne" Jersey. is the author of the section 

on Imaging. 

This reference is meant to be a living document. As new diseases 

are defined. DC\\ tests developed. and new diagnostic procedures 

introduced. the abbre,;ations we use in companion animal prac

tice will change as well. \\'e intend to re,;se this reference e\·el)' 

few years to keep current with those change .. We hope you enjoy 

this second edition and find it useful. 

Gordon W. Robinson. Vl\ID 
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Medical Term Example Medical Term-Abbreviation 

Single word Fracture-fx 
Capita/letter 
followed by lowercase 
letter(s) 

Compound word 
Capita/letter 
for each word 

Separate words 
Capita/letter 
for each word 

Atrioventricular-AV 

Medial patellar luxation-MPL 



• 
Symbol Definition GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 

And • 
& And • 

Abbreviation Definition 

+1- And/or 5-FU 5-Fiuorouracil 
... Approximately equals I !19 Microgram Lsee meg) 
.l Change (as in 2° .l-secondary change) !J.I Microliter 
./ Check I 
,J, Decreased 
oc Degrees Centigrade • A Assessment lSOAPJ 
OF Degrees Fahrenheit 

• • 
aa Ana, of each 

= Equals AAHA American An1mal Hospital Association 
> Greater than 

• • Ab Antibodies 
1' Increased Abd Abdomen 
� Led to. progressed to, sequela was 

• • ABG Arterial blood gas 
< Less than Abx Antibiotics 
mgo/o mg/100 ml • • ac Anti cibum, before meals 
j..l. Micro (note: this 1s the Greek mu symboll ACA Adenocarcmoma 

Negative {test) • Ace Acepromazine 
# Number ACL Anterior cruciate ligament {see CCL) 
% Percent • ACT Activated clotting time 
+ Positive (test) 

, 
ACTH Adrenocorticotropic hormone 

10 Primary ACTH Stirn ACTH stimulation test 
20 Secondary ad Ad, up to 
c With AD Aums dextra. right ear -
s Without Add'l Additional 

ADH Antidiuretic hormone 
Ad lib Ad libitum, at {one's} pleasure 



Alphabet1�al by Abbreviation 

ADA Ain't doing right AT Atrial tachycardia 
AF Atrial fibrillation ATE Aortic thromboembolism 

Ag Antigen AU Auris utraque, both ears 
NG Albumin/globulin ratio AV Atrioventricular 
AI Artificial insemination • aVF augmented voltage foot 
AID Allergic inhalant dermatitis aVL augmented voltage left arm 
AIHA Autoimmune hemolytic anemia AVMA American Veterinary Medical Association 
Alb Albumin aVR augmented voltage right arm 
ALL Acute lymphocytic leukemia 
ALP Alkaline phosphatase 
ALT Alamne amrnotransferase (formerly SGPll BA Bile acids 
AML Acute myeloid leukem1a • • BAER Brainstem auditory evoked response test 
AMM Anterior mediastinal mass BAR Bright_ alert, responsive 
Amp Ampule • • BARH Bright. alert responsive hydrated 
Amt Amount Basos B�phils 
ANA Antinudear antibody • ' Bb Bordetella bronchtseptica 
Anes Anesthesia 

• 
BC Buffy coat 

Ant Anterior ' BCS Body condition score 
AP Anterioposterior BOLD Big dog little dog (trauma syndrome) 
APC Atrial premature contraction BE Barium enema 
App Appetite BG Blood glucose 
Approx Approximate bid Bis in die, twice a day 
Appt Appointment Bifi Bilirubin 
APTT Activated partial thromboplastin time Blasto Blastomyces sp. 
aq Aqua, aqueous. water Bid Blood 
ARDS Adult respiratory distress syndrome BM Bowel movement 
ARF Acute renal failure BMBT Buccal mucosal bleeding time 
AS Auris sinistra, left ear bol Bolus. a large single dose 
ASAP As soon as possible BP Blood pressure 
ASD Atrial septal defect BPH Benign prostatic hyperplasia 
AST Aspartate aminotransferase (formerly SGOl} BPM Beats �minute 

4 GENERAl MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 5 



Alphabetica_l by Abbreviation 

BSA Body surface area Cl- Chloride 
BTT Blue top tube CLL Chrome lymphocytic leukemia 
BUN Blood urea nitrogen CMO Craniomandibular osteopathy 
BV Bronchovesicular CN Cranial nerve 
BW B®'weight , CNS Central nervous system 
Bx Biopsy 

, 
C02 Carbon dioxide 
COB Care of b®' 

, 
COPO Chrome obstructive pulmonary disease 

Ca Carcinoma CPAP Continuous positive airway pressure 
Ca2- Calcium J CPCR Cardiopulmonary cerebrovascular resuscitation 
CAH Chronic active hepatitis CP Deficit Conscious QfOprioceptive deficrt 
CaOx Calcium oxalate , CPiV Canme parainfluenza virus 
cap(s} Capsule(s) cPU Canine pancreatic lipase 
CAV-1 Canine adenovrrus type 1 , CPR Cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
CAV-2 Canine adenovirus type 2 CPV-2 Canrne Parvovirus type 2 
CBC Complete blood cell count , CRO Chronic renal disease 

cc Cubic centimeter 
, 

Great Creatinine 
CCH Cholangitis-cholangiohepatitis CRF Chronic renal failure 
CCL Cramal cruciate ligament (see ACL) 

, 
CRI Constant rate infusion 

CCM Congestive cardiomyopathy CRT Capilla_ry refill time 
CCoV Canine coronavirus 

, Crypto Cryptococcus sp. 
ccs Canine Cushing's syndrome C/S Coughin_g/sneezing 
COl Central diabetes rnsipidus , C&S Culture and sensitivity 
cov Canine distemper virus CSF Cerebrospinal flurd 
CF Coxofemoral :1 C-spme Cervical spine 
CHO Canine hip dysplasia CT Computerized tomography 
Chern Chemrstry panel • � cv Cardiovascular 
CHF Congestive heart failure 

L:J 
CVA Cerebrovascular accident 

Chol Cholesterol cvo Chronic valvular disease 
CIV Canine influenza virus 

L3 
CVP Central venous pressure 

CK Creatine kinase 

L:3 
6 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 7 



Alphabetical by Abbreviation 

DNA Do not resuscitate 

osw 5% Dextrose in water OOA Dead on arrival 

DA2PP Distemper. adenovirus type 2, parainfluenza. DOl Duration of immunity 

Parvovirus 0 Prophy Dental prophylaxis 

DA2PPL Distemper, adenovirus type 2, pararnfluenza, ov Dorsoventral 
Parvovi rus, leptospirosis Ox Diagnosis 

dal Dekaliter Dz Disease 
DAP Distemper, adenovirus type 2, Parvovirus 

DCM Dilated ca rdiomyopathy 

DDAVP Desmopressin acetate • • EIC Euthanasia and cremation 
DDx Differential diagnosis ECC Erne� and critical care 
DDz Dental disease • • ECG Electrocardiogram {see EKGJ 
Derm Dermatology Echo Echocar�raphy 
DES Diethylstilbestrol • • E Collar Elizabethan collar 
DH Distemper. hepatitis 

• • 
EID Euthanasia and disposal 

DHL Distemper, hepatitis, leptospirOSIS EDTA Ethylenediammetetraacetic ac1d 
DHLP Distemper, hepatitis. leptospirosis, parainfluenza 

• , EEG Electroencephalogram 
DHLPP Distemper. hepatitis, leptospirosis, parainfluenza, EENT Eyes, ears, nose. throat 

Parvovirus 
• • EGC Eosinophilic granuloma complex 

DHP Distemper, hepatitis, parainfluenza EKG Electrocardiogram (see EGG) 
DHPP Distemper, hepatitis, parainfluenza. Parvovirus EUSA Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay 
Dl Diabetes insipidus EMG Electromyography 
DIC Oissemmated intravascular coagulation EOD Every other day (see qod) 
Disp Dis�ensed Eos Eosmophils 
DJD Degenerative joint disease EosPan Eosinophilic panosteitis 
DKA Diabetic ketoacidosis EOW Every_Q_ther week 
dl Deciliter EPH Electrophoresis 
OLE Discoid lupus erythematosus EPI Exocrine pancreatic insufficiency 
OM Diabetes mellitus EPO Erythropoietin 
DMSO Dimethylsulfoxide ET Endotracheal tube 
DMyel Degenerative myelopathy EtCO End-tidal carbon diox1de 

8 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 9 



Alphabetical by Abbreviation 

E tube Esophagostomy tube fPLI Feline pancreatic lipase immunoreactivity test 
ETW Endotracheal wash FPV Feline panleukopenia virus 
EU Excretory urogram FS Spayed female 
Eup Eupneic FSA Fibrosarcoma 
Euth Euthanize (see PTS) FSH Follicle-stimulating hormone 
Ext Extract FSP Fibrin split product 

fT4ED Free T4 by equilibrium dialysis 
FUO Fever of unknown origin 

FAD Flea allergy dermatitis FUS Feline urologrc syndrome 
FB Foreign body • • FVR Feline vrral rhinotracheitis 
FCE Fibrocartilaginous embolism FVRCP Feline viral rhrnotracheitis. Calicivirus, 
FCP Fragmented coronoid process • • _panleukopenia 

FCV Feline Calicivirus FI'N Food and water 

FOP Fibrin degradation product • • FWB Fresh whole blood 

FDV Feline distemper vrrus Fx Fracture 

FECV Feline enteric coronavirus • • FxC Fracture closed 

Fe I Feline FxO Fracture open 

Fe LV Feline leukemia virus • • 

FeSV Feline sarcoma v1rus 
• • 

FFP Fresh frozen plasma 9 Gram 

FHO Femoral head osteotomy, ostectomy • ga Gauge 

FHR Femoral head resection gal Gallon 

FHV Feline Herpesvirus • GDV Gastric dilatation-volvulus 

FIA Feline infectious anemia GE Gastroesophageal 

FIP Feline tnfectious peritonitis GFR Glomerular filtration rate 

FIV Feline immunodeficiency virus GGT Gammajjlutamyl transferase 

FLK Fentanyl, lidocame, ketamine Gl Gastrointestinal 

FLUTD Feline lower urinary tract disease GJ tube Gastrojejunostomy tube 

FNA Fine needle asptrate Glob Globulin 

FNB Fine needle biopsy • 
Glu Glucose 

FP Frozen plasma GME Granulomatous meningoencephalitis 

• 

10 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 11 



Alphabetical by Abbreviation 

GN Glomerulonephritis HSA Hemangiosarcoma 
Gmn Green top tube HW Heartworm 
GROS Gross review of systems HWOz Heartworm disease 
GSW Gunshot wound HWT Heartworm test 
GTI Gray top tube Hx History 
gtt(s) Gutta(�. drop(s} 

• 
HyperAC Hyperadrenocorticism 

GU Genitourinary HypoAC Hypoadrenocorticism 

• 

h Hour • lBO Inflammatory bowel disease 
H O  Water IC lntracardiac 
H.z01 Hydrogen peroxide • • ICH Infectious canine hepatitis 
HBC Hit by car 1cw Intensive care ward 
HBS Harsh bronchial sounds • • ICP Intracranial pressure 
HC Health certificate 

• • 
10 Intradermal 

HCI Hydrochloride lOOM Insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus 
HCM HyRertroph1c cardiomyopathy 

• • 
I:E Ratio lnsp1ratory:expiratory ratio 

HCOi Bicarbonate IFA Indirect fluorescent antibody test 
HCT Hematocnt 

• • lg Immunoglobulin (G. M, A, E) 
HDDS High-dose dexamethasone suppression test IM Intramuscular 
HE Hepatic encephalopathy • IMHA Immune-mediated hemolytic anemia 
Hgb Hemoglobin IMTP Immune-mediated thrombocytopenia 
HGE Hemorrhagic gastroenteritis • IN Intranasal 
HL Hepatic lipidOSIS INB If no better, 1f not better 
Hfl Heart and lungs • lnJ Injection, injectable 
HLK Hydromorphone, lidocaine. ketamine 

• 
lnsp Inspiratory inspiration 

HOD Hypertrophic osteodystrophy Integ Integument 
HPF High-power field 

• 10 lntraosseus 
HPO Hypertrophic pulmonary osteopathy I!Oz lsoflurane/oxygen anesthesia 
HR Heart rate • IP Intraperitoneal 
hs Hora somni, at bedtime IPPV Intermittent positive pressure ventilation 

• • 
12 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 13 



Alphabetical by Abbrevration 

I so Isolation (area or ward} 
IT Intratracheal 

• 
I Liter 

IU International Units (see Ul LA Left atrium 
IV  Intravenous 

• 
LAE Left atrial enlargement 

IV Cath Intravenous catheter Lab Laboratory 
IVD Intervertebral disk 

• Lat Lateral 
IVDD Intervertebral disk disease lb Pound 
IVP Intravenous pyelogram • LDDS Low-dose dexamethasone suppression test 
IVU Intravenous urogram LDH Lactate dehydrogenase 

• LDVM Local veterinarian 
LE Lupus erythematosus cell 

Jt Joint • • Lepta Leptospira sp. 
J Tube Jejunostomy tube 

• • 
LF Left front 

Jug Cath __ J_ugular catheter Lg Large 
• • 

LH Luteinizing hormone 
LM Left message (see LMOM1_ 

K· Potassium 
• • LMN Lower motor neuron 

K9 Canine LMOM Left message on machine (see LM) 
KAOM Ketoacidotic diabetes mellitus • • LN Lymph node(s) (see PLN} 
KBr Potassium bromide LPF Low-power field 
kcal Kilocalorie • • LPL Left pelvrc limb 
KCI Potassium chloride LA Left rear 
KCS Keratoconjunctivitis srcca • • LAS Lactated Ringer's solution 
KE Kirschner-Ehmer apparatus 

!I 
LSA Lymphosarcoma 

KetNal Ketamine and valium L-sprne Lumbar spine 
kg Kilogram 

• 
LTL Left thoracic limb 

KPO, Potassium phosphate LTT Lavender top tube 
kV Kilovotts 

• Lux Luxation 
kVp Kilovoltage l)eak LV Left ventricular 

LVFW Left ventricular free wall 

GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 15 



• • 
Alphabet(cal by Abbreviation 

Lymphs Lymphocytes • • MO Medicine only 
Lytes Electrolytes MODS Multiple organ dysfunction syndrome 

• • Monos Monocytes 
mOsm Milliosmoles 

M Medial • • MPL Medial patellar luxation 
MA O I Monoamine oxidase inhibitor 

• • 
MRI Magnetic resonance imaging 

MAP Mean arterial pressure MRSA Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus 

MBT Mucosal bleeding time 
• • 

MS Musculoskeletal (system} 
Me Metacarpal Mt Metatarsal 
meg Mrcrogram (see JLg) • • MV Measles virus 
MCHC Mean corpuscular hemoglobin concentration 
MCT Mast cell tumor • • 
MC V Mean corpuscular volume Na· Sodium 
MDA Maternally derived antibody • • NaBr Sodium bromide 
MDI Metered dose mhaler NC No change 

• • ME Metabolizable energy NaC I Sodium chloride 
mEq -� Milliequivalent 

• ' 
NCT C  No charge to client ----

M:E ratio Myeloid:erythroid ratio NOI Nephrogenic diabetes insipidus 
mg Milligram • • 

NE No eating 

Mgh Magnesium NED No evidence of disease 
MG Mammary gland • I Neg Neg_ative 

MGT Mammary gland tumor NETube Nasoesophageal tube 

Ml Mitral insufficrency Neuro Neurology, neurological 
MIG Mean inhibitory concentration NG Nasogastric 
min Minute • • NGTube Nasog_astric tube 

ml Milliliter NIDDM Non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus 

MLV Modified live virus • • NJ Nasojejunal 

mm Millimeter 
• • 

NKHS Nonketotic hyperosmolar syndrome 

MM Mucous membranes NMB New methylene blue 
mmol Millimoles • • 

NOAH Network of Ammal Health 
MN Neutered male (database at AVMA website) 

16 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIAnONS 17 



• • 
Alphabetical by Abbreviation 

non rep Non repetatur. no repeats • • o,p -ODD Mitotane 

NOS No ova seen Ophtho Ophthalmology 

NOSF No other significant findings • • OR Operating room 

NPH Neutral protamine Hagedorn (insu1in_l OS Oculus simster, left eye 

NPL No palpable lesions OSA Osteosarcoma 

NPO Nothing per os, nothing by mouth OTC Over the counter 

NPS No parasites seen ou Oculus uterque, both eyes 

NR Not remarkable OVH Ovariohysterectomy (see OHE) 

nRBC Nucleated red blood cell oz Ounce 

NS Nervous system • • 
NSAID Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug 

NSF No significant findings • • p Plan(SOAP) 

NSL No significant lesions p Pulse (TPR) 
NVL No v1s1ble lesions • • Parvo Parvovirus 

• • 
pc Post cibum. after meals 
PC R Polymerase chatn reaction 

0 Objective clinical findings (SOAPJ 
• • 

PCV Packed eel volume 

0 Owner PO Polydipsia 

Oz Oxygen • • 
PDA Patent ductus arteriosus 

OA Osteoarthritis PDH Pituitary-dependent hyperadrenocorticism 

Obi Oblique PDQ Pretty dam quick 

oc OWner called (owner called team member. PDR Physician's Desk Reference 
seeTC) PE Physical examination 

OCD OsteochondroSIS dissecans PEEP Positive end-expiratory pressure 
00 Oculus dexter, right eye PEG Tube Percutaneous endosco!)ic gastrostomy tube 
OE Orchiectomy, orchidectomy orchectomy PenG Procaine penicillin G 
OFA Orthopedic Foundation for A nimals PER Partial energy requirement 
OHE Ovariohysterectomy (see OVHl 

«::: 
PH Pulmonary hypertension 

One Oncology Pheno Phenobarbital 
OP Outpatient 

«::: 
PHx Past history 

0/P Ova and parasites PICC Peripherally inserted central catheter 

18 GENERAl MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 19 



Alphabetical by Abbreviation 

PIP Peak inspiratory pressure PTA Prior to adm1ss1on 
PIVKA Protein induced by vitamin K anta_gomsm PTH Parathyroid hormone 
PI Plantar • • PTS Put to sleep (see EuthJ 

PLE Protein-losmg enteropathy 
• 

PTT Partial thromboplastin time 

PLG Protein-losing glomerulopathy el PTU Propylthiouracil 
PLN Peripheral lymph node(s) (see LNl P Tube Pharyngostomy tube 
PLN Protein-losing nephropathy PU Perineal urethrostomy 
PLR Pupillary light response PUIPD Polyuria and polydipsta 

Pit Platelet PVC Premature ventricular contraction (see VPCJ 

PM Postmortem • • Px Prognosis 
PMI Point of maximal intensity Pwd Powder 

PMN Polymorphonuclear leukocyte, neutrophil • • Pyelo Pyelonephritis 

PN Parenteral nutrition Pyo Pyometra 
PNS Peripheral nervous system • • PZI Protamine zmc insulin 

PO Per os. by mouth 
• • POMR Problem-onented medical records 

Pas Positive 
• • 

q auaque, every (as in q 2 h-every two hours) 
PostOp Postoperative OAR Quiet. alert. responsive 
PPA Phenylpropanolamine • • QARH Quiet, alert. responstve. hydrated 

PPH Pertinent past history OATs Quick assessment tests 
ppm Parts per million • • OBC Quantitative butfy coat analysis 
PPV Positive pressure ventilation qd Once daily, every day 
PRA Progressive retinal atrophy • • qid Four times per day 
PRAA Persistent right aortic arch qod Every other day (see EOD) 
pRBCs Packed red blood cells • • as Quantity sufficient 
Pred Prednisone 

• • PreOp Preoperative 

pm Pro re nata. as needed 
• • 

r Recombinant 
PSGAG Polysulfated glycosaminoglycans R Respiration (fPR) 
PSS Portosystemic shunt RACL Ruptured anterior eructate ligament 
PT Prothrombin time Rads Radiographs {see Xray) 

20 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 21 



• Alphabetic.al by Abbreviation 

RAE Right atrial enlargement SARD Sudden acqUired retinal degeneration 

ABC Red blood cell sc Subcutaneous (see SQ) 

RCCL Ruptured cramal cruciate ligament sec Squamous cell carcinoma 

RCM Restrictive cardiomyopathy Segs Segmented neutrophils 

RDVM Referring veterinarian Sevo Sevoflurane 

Rei' Recheck 
• 

SG Specific gravity 

Rec Recommend, recommendation Sid Semel in die, once a day 

RER Resting energy reqUirement Sig Instructions on prescription label 

RES Reticuloendothelial system SIMV Synchronized Intermittent mandatory ventilation 

Retic Reticulocyte count SIRS Systemic inflammatory response syndrome 

Retro Retrovirus test SLE Systemic lupus erythematosus 

RF Rheumatoid factor test • • so Oxygen saturation 

RF Right front SOAP Subjective, objective. assessment, plan 

RMSF Rocky Mountain spotted fever • • SOB Shortness of breath 

RO Rule out sp . Species 

ROM Range of motion • • SPB Soft padded bandage 

RPL Right pelvic hmb 
• • 

sa Subcutaneous (see SC) 

RR Ri ht rear SR Suture removal 

RTG Reae!)' to go {home) ss Semis, one half 

RTL Right thoracic limb SSRI Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor 

RTT Red top tube • • SST Serum separator tube 

AJU Radius and ulna ST Schroeder-Thomas (splint) 

RV Rabies virus • • Staph Staphylococcus sp. 

Ax Prescri@on, prescribed Stat Staum. immediately 
• • Strep Streptococcus sp. 

• 
Struv Struvite crystals or stones 

s Second • STT Schirmer tear test 
s Subjective clinical findings (SOAP) 

• • 
SVT Supraventricular tachycardia 

SA Sinoatrial SWB Stored whole blood 

SAMe S-adenosylmethionine Sx Surgery 

GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 23 



Alphabetic!' I by Abbreviation 

nw Transtracheal wash 

T Temperature (TPR) TVT Transmissible venereal tumor 

!L Triiodothyronine • • Tx Treatment 

T. Tetraiodothyronine, thyroxine • • 
tab(s) Tablet(s) 
T Bili Total bilirubin • • 

u Unit(s} (see IU) 

TBT Toenail bleeding time U A  Urinalysis 

TC Telephone call (team member called owner; • • 
UAP Ununited anconeal process 

seeOC) u Cath Urinary catheter 

TCC Transitional cell carcinoma • • UG Urogenital 

TGH Togo home UMN Upper motor neuron 

TGTSx To go to surgery • • Ung Unguentum o�ment 

nA Transient Ischemic attack {see TIEl uo Urinary (urethraQ obstruction 

Tib/Rb Tibia and fibula • • UPC ratio Urine protein:creatinine ratio 

tid Ter in die three times a day URI Upper respiratory infection 

TIE Transient ischemic episode (seeTIA) • • URT Upper respiratory tract 

TL Thoracolumbar • • 
us Ultrasound 

TLI Trypsin-like immunoreactivity USG Urine specific gravity 

TM Temporomandibular • • 
ut d1ct Ut dictum, as directed 

TMJ Temporomandibular joint UTI Urinary tract infection 

TNTC Too numerous to count • • 
Toxo Toxoplasmosis 
TP Total protein . , . Vacc Vaccination (see Vxl 

TPN Total parenteral nutrition VAFS Vaccine-associated feline sarcoma 

TPO Triple pelvic osteotomy • • VAS Vaccine-associated sarcoma 

TPR Temperature, pulse, resp1ration VBG Venous blood gas 

TS Total solids 
• • VI CIS Vomiting, coughing. and sneezing 

TSH Thyroid-stimulating hormone VD Ventrodorsal 

T-spine Thoracic spme V/0 Vomiting and diarrhea 

n Thrombin time VF Ventricular fibrillation 

mP Too tense to palpate (abdominal palpation1 VIN Veterinary Information Network (websitel 

24 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 25 



• • 
Alphabetical by Abbreviation 

lfrt lfrtamin 
-- • • Med Medial 

VPC Ventricular premature contraction 0 Oblique 
vs Vital signs • • Pa Palmar 

VSD Ventricular septal defect PI Plantar 
VT Ventricular tachycardia • • Pr Proxrmal 

--

vWF von Wlllebrand factor 
• • 

R Right 
Vx Vaccination (seeVacc) RLR Right lateral recumbent 

• • 
Rost Rostral 

v Ventral 
WBC White blood cell count • VD Ventrodorsal 
WNL Within normal limits 
wt Wei ht • ULTRASOUND- L 

• 
AI Aortic insufficiency 
AO Aorta 

Xray Radiograph (see Rads} 
• 

BPH Benign prostatic hyperplasia or hypertroP-hY 
eve Caudal vena cava 

• GB Gallbladder 

IMAGING ABBREVIATIONS L Left 

• LA Left adrenal gland 

Abbreviation Defini1ion 
u Large intestine 

• • uv Liver 
LUI.Jf LK Left kidney 

AP Anterioposterior • • LN Lymph node 
Cd Caudal MID Midline 

& • Cr Cranial OVR Ovary 
D Dorsal 

• • 
PANC Pancreas 

Dr Distal PROST Prostate 
DV Dorsoventral • • 

PV Portal vein 
L Left R Right 
Lat Lateral • • RA Right adrenal gland 
LLR Left lateral recumbent RK Right kidney 

• • 
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Alphabeti�al by Abbreviation 

ROI R�ion of interest CrVC Cranial vena cava 

SAG Sagittal D Diastole 

SB Small bowel DCM Dilated cardiomyopathy 

Sl Small intestine EF Ejection fraction 

SPL �leen FS Fractional shortening 

STOM Stomach HCM Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy 

sv Splenic vein HOCM Hypertrophic obstructive cardiomyopathy 

TESTIS Testicle HR Heart rate 

TRIG Trigone IVS Interventricular septum 

TAX Transverse LA Lett atrium 

UB Urinary bladder L.Au Lett auricle 

UT Uterus • • LC Lett coronary artery 

VESS Vessel LMPA Lett main pulmonary artery 

• • LPA Lett pulmonary artery 

UN D-C J LV Lett ventricle 

4 CHBR Four-chamber vtew 
• • LVOT Left ventricular outflow tract 

AI Aortic insufficiency • • 
LVSV Lett ventricle stroke volume 

AO Aorta LWI Left ventricle wall 

AOBASE Aortic base • • Ml Mitral insufficiency 

AOV Aortic valve MR Mitral regurgitation 

AR Aortic regurgitation • • MV Mitral valve 

AS Aortic stenosis PDA Patent ductus arteriosus 

ASD Atrial se_Qtal defect • • PE EFF Pericardia! ettuston 

AV Atrioventricular PG Pressure gradient 
• • PLEUR EFF Pleural effusion AV Aortic valve 

CFD Color flow doppler PS Pulmonic stenosis 

CH Chorda tendineae 
• • PULV Pulmonary vein 

co Cardiac output • • 
PV Pulmonic valve 

CoVC Caudal vena cava P'N Pulse wave Doppler 

CR LONG Cranial long a>us • • 
RA Right atrium 

CR PA Cranial pulmonary artery RAu Right auricle 
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Atphabetrcat by Abbreviation 

RCM Restrictive cardiomyopathy CN 10 Vagus 
RMPA Right mam pulmonary arte!)' CN 1 1  Accessory 
RPA Right pulmonary arte!)' • • CN 12  Hypoglossal 
RV Right ventricle 

• • RVO or RVOT Right ventricular outflow tract 
RT SOUNDS 

s Systole 
• • S1 Atrioventricular valve closure 

TEE Transesophageal echocardiography S2 Aortic and pulmonary valve closure 
THROM Thrombus 

• • S3 End ventricular filling 
Tl Tricuspid insufficiency S4 Atrial contraction-presystole 
TR Tricuspid regurgitation • • 
TV Tricuspid valve 

ONCOLOGY DRUG P LS 
UCM Unclassified cardiomyopathy • • COAP Cyclophosphamide, oncovin (vincristine). Vmax Maximal velocity 

cytosine arabinoside, prednisone 
• • VS Ventncular septum 

COP Cyclophosphamide, oncovm (vincristine), 
VSD Ventricular septal defect 

• • 
pred�sone 

COPA Cyclophosphamide, oncovm (vincristine), 

• • 
prednisone adriamycin tdoxorubJcinl 

MOPP N1trogen mustard, oncovin (vincristine), 
MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS 

• • 
procarbazine, prednisone 

VAC Vincristine, adnamycin (doxorubicin), 
Abbreviation Definition 

• • 
cyclophosphamide 

VCM Vincristine, cyclophosphamide, methotrexate 
I L 1: 

CN 1 Olfactory • • 
CN 2 OQ!!f. 

• • CN 3 Oculomotor 
CN 4 Trochlear 

• • CN 5 Trigemmal 
CN 6 Abducens 

• • 
CN 7 Facial 
CN 8 Vestibulocochlear • • 
CN 9 Glossophai)'l}geal 

• • 
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• • 

• • 
GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 

• • 
Definition Abbreviation 

5% Dextrose in water osw 
• • 5-Fiuorouracil 5-FU 

• • 

• • 
Abdomen Abd 
Acepromazme Ace 

• • 
ACTH stimulation test ACTH Stirn 
Activated clotting time ACT 

• • Activated partial thromboplastin time APTT 
Acute lymphocytic leukemia ALL 

• I Acute myeloid leukemia AML 
Acute renal failure ARF 

• • Ad libitum, at lone's) pleasure Ad lib 
Ad, up to ad 

• I Additional Add'l 

• 
Adenocarcinoma ACA 

I Adrenocorticotropic hormone ACTH 

• • Adult respiratory distress syndrome ARDS 
Ain't domg right ADA 

e I Alanme aminotransferase (formertySGPll_ ALT 
Albumin Alb 

ft::) Albumin/globulin ratio AIG 
Alkaline phosJ:!hatase ALP 

L::t Allergic inhalant dermatitis AID 

-=::, 
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Alphabe!ical by Defmition 

Amencan Animal Hospital Association MHA augmented voltage foot aVF 

American Veterinary Med1cal Association AVMA augmented voltage left arm aVL 

Amount Amt c:-. augmented voltage right arm aVR 

Ampule Amp Auris sinistra, left ear AS 

Ana, of each aa ..-. Auns utraque, both ears AU 

Anesthesia Anes 
.-. 

Aurus dextra, right ear AD 

Anterioposterior AP Autoimmune hemolytic anemia AJHA 

Anterior Ant • • 
Anterior cruciate li�ent (see Cranial cruciate ligamen� ACL 
Anterior mediastinal mass AMM • • Barium enema BE 

Anti cibum. before meals ac Basoph1ls Basos 

AntibiOtiCS Abx i • Beats per minute BPM 

Antibodies Ab Benign prostatic hyperplasia BPH 

Antidiuretic hormone ADH i Bicarbonate HCO 

Antigen Ag Big dog little dog (trauma syndrome) BOLD 
• Antinuclear antibody ANA Bile ac1ds BA 

Aortic thromboembolism ATE 
• 

Bilirubm Bill 

Appetite App Biopsy Bx 

Appointment Appt • B1s m d1e, tw1ce a day bid 

Approximate Approx Blastomyces sp. Blasto 

Aqua, aqueous, water aq Blood Bid 

Arterial blood gas ABG Blood glucose BG 

Artificial insemination AI Blood pressure BP 

As soon as possible ASAP Blood urea nitrogen BUN 

Aspartate aminotransferase (formerly SG01) AST Blue top tube BTT 

Assessment {SOAP} A Body condition score BCS 

Atrial fibrillation AF Body surface area BSA 

Atrial premature contraction APC Body weight BW 

Atrial septal defect ASD Bolus, a large single dose (usually intravenous) bol 

Atrial tachycardia AT Bordetel/a bronchiseptica Bb 

Atrioventricular AV Bowel movement BM 
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Alphabetical by Definition 
. 

Brainstem auditory evoked response test BAER • • Central venous pressure CVP 
Bright, alert, r�nsive BAR Cerebrospinal fluid CSF 
Bright, alert, responsive, hydrated BARH • • Cerebrovascular accident CVA 
Bronchovesicular BV Cervical spine c-spine 
Buccal mucosal bleeding time BMBT • • Chemistry panel Chern 
Buffy coat BC 

• • 
Chloride Cl-
Cholangitis-cholangiohepatitis CCH 

Cholesterol Chol 
Calcium Ca2+ Chronic active hepatitis CAH 
Calcium oxalate CaOx Chronic lymphocytic leukemia CLL 
Canine K9 Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease COPD 
Canine adenovirus type 1 CAV-1 Chronic renal disease CAD 
Canine adenovirus ty_pe 2 CAV-2 Chronic renal failure CRF 
Canrne coronavirus ceov Chronic valvular drsease CVD 
Canine Cushing's syndrome ccs Complete blood cell count CBC 
Canine distemper virus CDV Computerized tomography CT 
Canine hip dy�lasia CHD Congestive cardiomyopathy CCM 
Canine influenza virus CIV Congestive heart failure CHF 
Canme pancreatic lipase cPU Conscious proprioceptiVe deficit CP Deficit 
Canine parainfluenza virus CPiV Constant rate rnfusron CAl 
Canrne Parvovirus type 2 CPV-2 Continuous positive atrway pressure CPAP 
Capillary refill time CRT Coughrng/sneezing CIS 
Capsule{s) cap(s} Coxofemoral CF 
Carbon dioxide co? Cranial cruciate ligament (see Anterior cruciate ligament) CCL 
Carcinoma ca Cranial nerve CN 
Cardiopulmon� cerebrovascular resuscitation CPCR Craniomandibular osteopathy CMO 
Cardropulmo� resuscitation CPR Creatine kinase CK 
Cardiovascular cv Creatinine Great 
Care of body COB Cryptococcus sp. CryJ)tO 
Central diabetes msrpidus COl Cubic centimeter cc 
Central nervous system CNS Culture and sensitivity C&S 

·=· 
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Alpha�etical by Definition 

Distem� h�atitis, parainfluenza DHP 

Dead on arrivaJ DOA Distemper. hepatitis, parainfluenza, Parvowus DHPP 

Deciliter dl 
Do not resuscitate DNR 

Degenerative joint disease DJD • • 
Dorsoventral DV 

Degenerative myel�athy DMyel 
Duration of Immunity DOl 

Dekaliter dal • • 
Dental disease DDz 
Dental prophylaxis D Prophy • • Echocardiography Echo 

Dermatolo_ gy Denn Electrocardiogram ECG or EKG 

Desmopressin acetate DDAVP • • Electroencephalogram EEG 

Diabetes insipidus Dl Electrolytes Lyles 

Diabetes mellitus • • Electromyography DM EMG 

Diabetic ketoacidosis DKA 
• 

Electrophoresis EPH 

Diagnosis Ox • Elizabethan collar E Collar 

Diethylstilbestrol DES • • 
Emergency and critical care ECC 

DifferentiaJ diagnosis DDx Endotracheal tube ET 

Dilated cardiomy_Qpathy DCM • • 
EndotracheaJ wash ETW 

Dimethylsulfoxide DMSO End-tidal carbon dioxide EtCO, 

Discoid lupus erythematosus OLE • • Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay ELISA 

Disease Dz Eosinophilic granuloma complex EGC 

Dispensed Disp • • Eosinophilic panosteitis EosPan 

Disseminated intravascular coagulation DIC Eosrnophils Eos 

Distemper, adenovirus type 2, parainfluenza, Parvovirus DA2PP • • Erythropoietin EPO 

Distemper, adenovirus type 2, parainfluenza, 
• • 

Esophagostomy tube E tube 
Parvovirus, leptospirosis DA2PPL Ethylened1aminetetraacetic acid EDTA 

Distemper. adenovirus type 2. Parvovtrus DAP 
• • 

Eupneic Eup 

Distemper, hepatitis DH Euthanasia and cremation E/C 

Distemper, he a litis!_ leptospirosis DHL • • 
Euthanasia and disposal E/0 

Distemper, he atitis, leptospirosiS, paramfluenza DHLP Euthanize (see Put to sleep) Euth 
Distemper, hepatitis, leptospirosis, parainfluenza, • • Every other day EOD or qod 

Parvovirus DHlPP Every other week EOW 

• • 
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Alphabetical by Definition 

Excretory uro9_@m EU Rne needle biopsy FNB 

Exocrine pancreatic insufficiency EPI Flea allergy dermatitis FAD 

Extract Ext Follicle-stimulating hormone FSH 

Eyes. ears. nose. throat EENT 
• • 

Food and water FfW 
Foreign body FB 

• • 
Four times per day qid 

Feline Fe I Fracture Fx 

Feline Calicivirus FCV Fracture closed FxC 

Feline distemper virus FDV Fracture open FxO 

Feline enteric coronavirus FECV • Fragmented coronoid process FCP 

Feline Herpesvirus FHV FreeT, by equilibrium dialysis fT,ED 

Feline immunodeficiency virus FIV Fresh frozen plasma FFP 

Feline mfectious anemia FIA Fresh whole blood FWB 

Feline infectious peritonitis FIP Frozen plasma FP 

Feline leukemia virus Fe LV 
Feline lower urinary tract disease FLUTD 
Feline pancreatic li ase immunoreactivity test fPU • 

Gallon gal 

Feline panleuko enia virus FPV Gamma-glutamyl transferase GGT 

Feline sarcoma virus FeSV • Gastnc dilatation-volvulus GDV 

Feline urologic syndrome FUS Gastroesophageal GE 

Feline viral rhinotracheitis FVR • Gastrointestinal Gl 

Feline viral rhinotracheitis, Calicivirus. panleukopenia FVRCP Gastrojejunostomy tube GJ tube 

Femoral head osteotomy, ostectomy FHO • Gauge ga 

Femoral head resection FHR Genitourinary GU -

Fentanyl, lidocaine. ketamine FLK • Globulin Glob 

Fever of unknown ori_gm FUO Glomerular filtration rate GFR 

Rbrin degradation product FOP Glomerulonephritis GN 

Rbrin split product FSP Glucose Glu 

Rbrocartilaginous embolism FCE Gram g 

Rbrosarcoma FSA • Granulomatous meningoencephalitis GME 

Rne needle as irate FNA Gray top tube GTT 
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Alphabetical by Definition 

Green toQ_ tube GmTI Hypertrophic pulmonary osteopathy HPO 
Gross review of systems GROS Hypoadrenocortictsm HypoAC 
Gunshot wound GSW 
Gutta(e), drom&_ __ � 

If no better, tf not better INB 
Immune-mediated hemolytic anemia IMHA 

Harsh bronchial sounds HBS Immune-mediated thrombocytopenia IMTP 
Health certificate HC Immunoglobulin (G, M, A, E) fg 
Heart and lu� _ H/L Indirect fluorescent antibody test IFA 
Heart rate HR Infectious canine hepatitis ICH 
Heartworm HW Inflammatory bowel disease lBO 
Heartworm disease HWDz Injection, injectable lnj 
Heartworm test HWT Inspiratory, mspiration fnsp 
Hemangiosarcoma HSA lnspiratory:expiratory ratio I:E Ratio 
Hematocrit HCT Instructions on prescription label Sig 
Hemqglobin Hgb Insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus fDDM 
Hemorrhagic gastroenteritis HGE 

• 
Integument Integ 

Hepatic encephala athy HE Intensive care ward ICW 
Hepatic lip_idosis HL • • Intermittent positive pressure ventilation IPPV 
High-dose dexamethasone suppression test HODS International Umts (see Unit(s]) IU 
High-power field HPF • • Intervertebral disk ND 
History Hx Intervertebral disk disease NDD 
Hit by car HBC lntracardiac IC 
Hora somni, at bedtime hs Intracranial pressure ICP 
Hour h Intradermal ID 
Hydrochloride HCI Intramuscular IM 
Hydrogen peroxide H20. • Intranasal IN 
Hydromorphone, lidocaine, ketamine HLK 

• 
lntraosseus 10 

Hyperadrenocorticism HyperAC Intraperitoneal IP 
Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy HCM Intratracheal IT 
Hypertrophic oste�strophy HOD Intravenous N 
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Alphabetical by Definition 

Mean inhibitory concentration MIC 
Measles virus MV Nasoesophageal tube NE Tube 
Medial M Nasogastric NG 
Medial patellar luxation MPL 

• Nasogastric tube NG Tube 
Medicine only MO Nasojejunal NJ 
Metabolizable energy ME • • Negative Neg 
Metacarpal Me Nephrogenic diabetes insipidus NOI 
Metatarsal Mt • • Nervous system NS 
Metered dose inhaler MDI Network of Animal Health (database at AVMA website) NOAH 
Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus MRSA Neurology, neurological Neuro 
M1crogram meg or�g- Neutered male MN 
Microliter _lll Neutral protamme Hagedorn _(insulin) NPH 
Milliequivalent mEq New methylene blue NMB 
Milligram mg No change NC 
Milliliter ml No charge to client NCTC 
Millimeter mm No eating NE 
Millimoles mmol No evidence of d1sease NED 
Milliosmoles mOsm No other signi�ant findings NOSF 
Minute min No ova seen NOS 
Mitotane o,p'-ODO No palpable lesions NPL 
Mitral insufficiency Ml No parasites seen NPS 
Modified live virus MLV No significant findings NSF 
Monoamine oxidase inhibitor MAOI No significant lesions NSL 
Monocytes Monos No visible lesions NVL 
Mucosal bleeding time MBT 

Non repetatur. no repeats non rep 
Mucous membranes MM Non-msulin-dependent diabetes mellitus NIDDM 
Multiple organ dysfunction syndrome MODS 

Nonketotic hyperosmolar syndrome NKHS 
Musculoskeletal{systeml MS Nonsteroidal anti-Inflammatory drug NSAID 
Myeloid:erythroid ratio M:E ratio 

Not remarkable NR 
Nothing per os, nothing by mouth NPO 

c::::. 
Nucleated red blood cell nRBC 

46 GENERAL MEDICAL ABBREVIATIONS 47 



Alphabetical by Definition 

-==- Partial energy requirement PER 

ObJective clinical find1ngs (SOAPJ 0 
£» 

Partial thromboplastin time PTI 

Oblique Obi Parts per million ppm 

Oculus dexter, right eye 00 «=» 
Parvovirus Parvo 

Oculus smister, left eye OS Past history PHx 

Oculus uterque. both eyes ou • • 
Patent ductus arteriosus PDA 

Once daily, every day qd Peak insQiratory pressure PIP 

Oncology One � Per as, by mouth PO 

Operating room OR Percutaneous endoscopic gastrostomy tube PEG Tube 

Ophthalmology Ophtho «=8 Penneal urethrostomy PU 

Orchiectomy orchidectomy. orchectomy OE Peripheral lymph node(sJ (see lymph node[s]) PLN 

Orthopedic Foundation for An1mals OFA c:=- Penpheral nervous system PNS 

Osteoarthritis OA 
C3 

Peripherally inserted central catheter PICC 

Osteochondrosis dissecans OCD Persistent right aortic arch PRAA 

Osteosarcoma OSA 
C3 

Pertinent past history PPH 

Ounce oz Pharyngostomy tube P Tube 

Outpatient OP c=-
Phenobarbital Pheno 

Ova and parasites 0/P Phenylpropanolamine PPA 

Ovariohysterectomy OHE or OVH C3 Physical examination PE 

Over the counter OTC Physician's Desk Reference PDR 

Owner c t::3t Pituitary-dependent hyperadrenocorticism PDH 

Owner called (owner called team member; Plan (SOAP) p 
see Telephone call) Oc c::=- Plantar PI 

Oxygen Oz Platelet Pit 
Oxygen saturation so. c:::=- Point of maximal mtensity PMI 

t:::. 
Polydipsia PD 
Polymerase chain reaction PCR 

Packed cell volume PCV Polymorphonuclear leukocyte, neutrophils PMN 
Packed red blood cells pRBCs Polysulfated glycosaminoglycans PSGAG 
Parathyroid hormone PTH Polyuria and polydipsia PUIPD 
Parenteral nutrition PN Portosystemic shunt PSS 
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Alphabetical by Definition 

Positive Pos � Pulmonary hypertension PH 
Positive end-expiratory pressure PEEP Pulse (TPR1 p 
Pos1bve pressure ventilation PPV c=- Pupillary light response PLR 

Post cibum, after meals j)C Put to steep (see Euthamm PTS 
Postmortem PM ---=- Pyelonephritis Pyelo 
Postoperative PostOp 

..-:. 
Pyometra Pyo 

Potassium K' 
Potass1um bromide KBr c::e 
Potassium chloride KCI Quantitative buffy coat analysis QBC 
Potassium phosphate KP04 «:::!8 Quantity sufficient as 
Pound lb Duaque, every (as in q 2 ll--every two hours) q 
Powder Pwd C3 Ou1ck assessment tests OATs 
Prednisone Pred Quiet. alert. responsive OAR 
Premature ventricular contraction C3 Quiet. alert. responsive. hydrated OARH 
(see Ventricular premature contraction) PVC 

Preoperative PreOp 
Prescnption prescribed Rx Rabies virus RV 
Pretty dam quick PDQ Radiograph Xray 
Prior to admission PTA Radiographs Rads 
Pro re nata, as needed pm Radius and ulna R/U 
Problem-oriented medical records POMR Ran� of motion ROM 
Procaine penicillin G PenG Ready to go (home) RTG 
Prognosis Px Recheck Re.r 
Progressive retinal atrophy PRA Recombinant r 
Propylthiouracil PTU Recommend, recommendation Rec 
Protamme zinc insulin PZI Red blood cell ABC 
Protein induced by vitamin K antagomsm PIVKA Red top tube RTT 
Protem-losmg enteropathy PLE Referring veterinarian RDVM 
Protein-losing glomerulopathy PLG Respiration (TPRJ R 
Protem-losing nephropathy PlN Resting energy requirement REA 
Prothrombin time PT Restrictive cardiomyopath RCM 
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Alphabetical by Definition 

Reticulocyte count Retic Spayed female FS 
Reticuloendothelial system RES Species sp. 
Retrovirus test Retro Specific gravity SG 
Rheumatoid factor test RF Squamous cell carcinoma __ sec 
Right atrial enlar_gement RAE Staphylococcus sp. Staph 
Right front RF Statim, immediately Stat 
Right pelvic limb RPL Stored whole blood SWB 
Right rear RR • Streptococcus sp. Strep 
Right thoracic limb RTL Struvite crystals or stones Struv 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever RMSF Subcutaneous SC or SO 
Rule out RO Subjective dinical findings (SOAP) s 
Ruptured anterior cruciate ligament RACL Subjective, objective, assessment plan SOAP 
Ruptured cran1al cruciate ligament RCCL Sudden acqwred retinal degeneration SARD 

Supraventricular tachycardia svr 
Surgery Sx 

S-adenosylmethionine_ SAMe Suture removal SR 
Sch1rmer tear test STT Synchromzed intermittent mandatory ventilation SIMV 
Schroeder-Thomas {splint) ST Systemic inflammatory response syndrome SIRS 
Second s System1c lupus erythematosus SLE 
Segmented neutrqphils Segs 
Selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor SSRI 
Semel in die, once a day sid Tablet{s) tab(s} 
Semis, one half ss Telephone call (team member called owner; 
Serum separator tube SST see Owner called) TC 
Sevoflurane Sevo Temperature (TPR} T 
Shortness of breath SOB Temperature, pulse. respiration TPR 

Sinoatrial SA Temporomandibular TM 
Sodium Na- Temporomandibular joint TMJ 
Sodium bromide NaBr Ter in die, three times a day tid 
Sodium chloride NaCI Tetra1odothyronine, thyroxine T4 
Soft padded bandage SPB Thoracic spine T-spine 
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Alpl)abetical by Definition 

Thoracolumbar Tl Upper motor neuron UMN 
Thrombin time n Upper respiratory infection URI 
Thyroid-stimulating hormone TSH Upper respiratory tract URT 
Tibia and fibula Tib/Fib Urinalysis UA 
To go home TGH Urinary catheter U Cath 
To go to surgery TGTSx Urinary (urethral} obstruction uo 
Toenail bleeding time TBT Urinary tract infection UTI 
Too numerous to count TNTC Unne protein:creatinine ratio UPC ratio 
Too tense to palpate (abdominal palpationl TnP Urine specific gravity USG 
Total bilirubin T Bili Urogenital UG 
Total parenteral nutrition TPN Ut dictum, as directed ut diet 
Total protein TP • 
Total solids TS 
Toxoplasmosis Toxo • Vaccmation Vacc orVx 
Transient ischemic attack Vaccine-associated feline sarcoma VAFS 
(see Transient ischemic episode] TIA Vaccme-associated sarcoma VAS 

Transient ischemic episode 
• 

Venous blood gas VBG 
(see Transient ischemic attack) TIE Ventricular fibrillation VF 

Transitional cell carcinoma TCC Ventricular premature contraction VPC 
Transmissible venereal tumor TVT • 

Ventricular septal defect VSD 
Transtracheal wash nw Ventricular tachycardia VT 
Treatment Tx Ventrodorsal vo 
Triiodothyronine T3 Veterinary Information Network twebsitej VIN 
Triple pelvic osteotomy TPO Vital signs vs 
Trypsin-like Immunoreactivity TU Vitamin Vit 

Vomiting, coughing, and sneezing V/C/S 
Vomiting and diarrhea V/0 

Ultrasound us von Willebrand factor vWF 
Unguentum, 01ntment Ung 

Unit(s) (see International Units) u 
Ununited anconeal process UAP c 

' 
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Alpha�etical by Defmition 

Urinary bladder UB Left coronary artery LC 
Uterus UT Left main pulmonary artery LMPA 
Vessel VESS Left pulmonary artery LPA 

• 
Left ventricle LV 

"OUND-CARDIAC Left ventncle stroke volume LVSV 

Aorta AO • 
Lett ventricle wall LWJ 

Aortic base AOBASE Lett ventricular outflow tract LVOT 

Aortic insufficiency AI I • Maximal velocity Vmax 

Aort1c regurgitation AR Mitral msufficiency Ml 

Aortic stenosis AS I • Mitral regurgitation MR 

Aortic valve AOV orAV Mitral valve MV 

Atrial septal defect ASD I • Patent ductus arteriosus PDA 

Atrioventricular AV Pericardia! effusion PE EFF 

Cardiac output co Pleural effusion PLEUR EFF 

Caudal vena cava eve Pressure gradient PG 

Chorda tendineae CH Pulmonary vein PUL V 

Color flow DoQPier CFD Pulmomc stenosis PS 

Cranial long axis CR LONG Pulmonic valve PV 

Cranial pulmonary artery CR PA Pulse wave Doppler PW 

Cramal vena cava CrVC Restrictive cardiomyopathy RCM 

Diastole D Right atrium RA 

Dilated cardioi}!Yo�athy DCM Right auricle RAu 

Ejection fraction EF Right main pulmonary artery RMPA 

Four-chamber view 4 CHBR Right pulmonary artery RPA 

Fractional shortening FS Right ventricle RV 

Heart rate HR Right ventricular outflow tract RVO or RVOT 

Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy HCM Systole s 
Hypertrophic obstructive cardiomyopathy HOCM • 

Thrombus THROM 

Interventricular septum IVS Transesophageal echocardiography TEE 

Left atrium LA • Tricuspid insufficiency n 

Left auricle LAu Tricuspid regurgitation_ TR 

• 
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Tricuspid valve 
Unclassified cardiomyopathy 
Ventricular septal defect 
Ventricular septum 

TV 
UCM 
vso 
vs 

MISCELLANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS 

Definition 

l;K ERVES 

Abducens 
Accessory 
Facial 
Glossopharyngeal 
Hypoglossal 
Oculomotor 
Olfactory 
Optic 
Trig em mal 
Trochlear 
Vagus 
Vestibulocochlear 

H --""' -J 

Aortic and pulmonary valve closure 
Atnal contraction-presystole 
Atrioventricular valve closure 
End ventricular filling 

Abbreviation 

CN 6 

CN 1 1  

CN 7 
CN 9  
CN 12  
CN 3 
CN 1 
CN 2 
CN S 
CN 4 
CN 10 
CN 8 

S2 
S4 
S1 
S3 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Alphabetical by Definition 

n (" ,. 

Cyclophosphamide, oncovin (vrncristine), 
cytosine arabinoside, prednisone 

Cyclophosphamide, oncovin {vincristine), prednisone 
Cyclophosphamide, oncovin (vincristine), prednisone, 

adriamycin (doxorubicin) 
Nitrogen mustard, oncovin (vincristine), procarbazine, 

prednisone 
Vincristine, adriamycin (doxorubicin), 

cyclophosphamide 
Vincristine, cyclophosphamide, methotrexate 

COAP 
COP 

COPA 

MOPP 

VAC 
VCM 

MISCELlANEOUS ABBREVIATIONS 61 



Abbreviation Definition 

I" 1LURE 

Stage I No limitations of physical activity 
Stage II Slight limitations of physical activity 
Stage Ill Marked limitations of physical activity 
Stage IV Inability to carry on any activity without 

symptoms 

HEART MURMUR 

Grade 1 Barely audible m a quiet room 

Grade 2 Soft but heard easily 
Grade 3 Promment, not loud, immediately audible 
Grade 4 Loud, no precordial thrill 
Grade 5 Loud. palpable thrill 
Grade 6 Thrill detected without stethoscope 

LUXATI 

Grade 1 Patella can be luxated when stifle flexed 

Grade 2 Spontaneous luxation 
Grade 3 Permanent luxation but can be reduced 

Grade 4 Nonreducible luxation 

MYOTATIC REFLEx--

0 Absent reflex ---

1+  Decreased but present 

2+ Normal 

3+ Increased 
4+ Clonus 

62 
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• 

BOOY C 
--n 

1 Emaciated. Ribs. lumbar vertebrae. pelvic bones, and all body 
prominences evident from a distance. No discernible body fat. 
Obvious absence of muscle mass. 

2 Thin. Ribs easily palpated and may be visible with no palpable 
fat. Tops of lumbar vertebrae visible. Pelv1c bones are less 
prominent than a BCS of 1 .  Obvious waist and abdominal tuck. 

3 Moderate. Ribs palpable without excess fat covering. Abdomen 
tucked up when viewed from the side. 

4 Stout General fleshy appearance. Ribs palpable with difficulty. 
Noticeable fat deposits over lumbar spine and tail base. 
Abdominal tuck may be absent. 

5 Obese. Large tat deposits over chest spme, and ta1l base. 
Waist and abdominal tuck absent. Fat deposits on neck and 
limbs. Abdomen distended. 
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